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8 Most Unique Railway Routes
[N INIDIA YOU MUS' T EXIPERIENCIE

1. Konkan Railway - Coastal Engineering Won-
der

Stretching about 740 kilometers from Mumbai to
Mangaluru, the Konkan Railway is a masterpiece
of engineering carved through mountains, rivers,
and dense forests. It features more than 2,000

bridges and 90 tunnels, offering spectacular views

of the Western Ghats and the Arabian Sea. The
route is especially magical during the monsoon,
when waterfalls cascade along the tracks.

2. Pamban Bridge Route - Over the Sea to Ra-
meswaram

Connecting the Indian mainland to Rameswaram
Island in Tamil Nadu, the Pamban Bridge route

is one of the most thrilling train journeys in

the country. Opened in 1914 as India’s first sea
bridge, it lets passengers travel directly over the
ocean, with waves splashing below the tracks. It
remains a symbol of India’s early railway innova-
tion.

3. Darjeeling Himalayan Railway - The Toy
Train of the Hills

Built between 1879 and 1881, this narrow-gauge
“toy train” runs from New Jalpaiguri to Darjeel-
ing through lush tea gardens, pine forests, and
steep mountain slopes. Covering about 88 kilo-
meters, the heritage railway is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and a beloved icon of colonial-era
craftsmanship and hill-station charm.

4. Nilgiri Mountain Railway - Through Clouds
to Ooty

Running from Mettupalayam to Ooty, the Nilgiri
Mountain Railway climbs more than 7,000 feet
using a unique rack-and-pinion system. Opened
in 1908, this heritage line passes through dense

forests, tea estates, and waterfalls, making it one
of the most scenic rides in southern India. Its slow

pace only adds to the nostalgic allure.
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+
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5. Jammu-Baramulla Line - Gateway to the
Himalayas

This ambitious route connects Jammu to Baramu-
lla in Kashmir, cutting through rugged mountains
and deep valleys. The line includes the iconic
Chenab Bridge, which stands 359 meters above
the river—making it the highest railway bridge in
Asia. The journey offers a rare view of Kashmir’s
raw beauty and engineering triumphs.

6. Jaisalmer Express - Through the Thar Des-
ert

Running from Jodhpur to Jaisalmer, this route
crosses the golden sands of the Thar Desert. The
vast dunes, ancient forts, and isolated villages
create a surreal landscape seen best from the
train’s window. The journey feels like a passage
through time, revealing Rajasthan’s stark yet
enchanting beauty.

7. Vasco da Gama-Londa Line - Through For-
ests and Waterfalls

This Goan route passes through the lush Bhagwan
Mahavir Wildlife Sanctuary and offers stunning
views of the Dudhsagar Falls—one of India’s tall-
est waterfalls. Trains slow down as they cross

the bridge in front of the roaring cascade, giving
passengers a perfect vantage point to witness the
spectacle.

8. Kangra Valley Railway - Serenity in the
Foothills

The narrow-gauge line from Pathankot to
Joginder Nagar winds through the foothills of
Himachal Pradesh. Unlike other mountain routes,
it has very few tunnels, allowing for uninterrupt-
ed views of terraced farms, apple orchards, and
snow-capped peaks. The slow, rhythmic pace
makes it an ideal journey for those seeking peace
and scenic charm.

Why These Routes Stand Out

These railway journeys are more than just sce-
nic—they represent the best of India’s geography,
history, and ingenuity. Whether it’s the coastal
beauty of the Konkan line, the spiritual allure

of Rameswaram, the mountain heritage of Dar-
jeeling and Nilgiri, or the desert adventure to
Jaisalmer, each route tells a story of resilience
and wonder.
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MAKES PUBLIC APPEARANCE WITH

TRISHA

days after wife Sangeetha files for divorce
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Tamil actor-politican Vijay and actress Trisha
attended the wedding reception of entre-
preneur-film producer Kalpathi S Suresh and
Meenakshi Suresh’s son in Chennai on Thursday.
Vijay and Trisha were seen arriving at the venue
together and later posed with the newlyweds.
The duo was also spotted leaving the reception
together.

Vijay was dressed in a gold-hued silk shirt
paired with a traditional veshti. Meanwhile,
Trisha wore a pure silk saree in white and gold
with red accents along the border. She paired
the saree with a sleeveless red blouse and com-
pleted the look with a striking green emerald
statement necklace.

Vijay and Trisha’s first public appearance to-
gether comes days after Vijay’s wife Sangeetha
filed for divorce, alleging that the Jana Naya-
gan actor was involved in an extramarital rela-
tionship with another actress. In the petition,
she claimed that the alleged affair caused her
“deep emotional pain and mental suffering,”
describing it as a breach of marital trust.
According to the petition, Vijay had initially
assured her that the relationship would end.
However, she alleged that the association con-
tinued, which led to “mental cruelty,” public
embarrassment stemming from social media
activity, emotional neglect, and what she de-
scribed as constructive desertion.

The petition further states that attempts to re-
solve the matter between September 2021 and
February 2022, and again between August 2024
and February 2025—through legal representa-
tives and personal discussions—did not lead to
an amicable settlement.

Claiming that the marriage has “irretrievably
broken down” and exists only on paper, the pe-
titioner has sought a divorce decree, permanent
alimony in line with Vijay’s income and status,
and the right to remain in the matrimonial
home in Neelankarai until the case is decided or
to be provided with similar accommodation. She
has also requested that the proceedings be held
in camera to safeguard the privacy and dignity
of those involved.

Vijay and Trisha have shared screen space in
films like Ghilli (2004), Thirupaachi (2005),
Aathi (2006), Kuruvi (2008) and Leo (2023).
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The Rise of the Global Giant

Decoding the Modern Tollywood Renaissance

For decades, the Telugu film industry,
affectionately known as Tollywood,
was often perceived through the lens
of local mass entertainers, gravi-
ty-defying stunts, and vibrant song-
and-dance sequences. However, the
last decade has witnessed a seismic
shift. Today, Tollywood is no longer a
regional player; it is the powerhouse
of Indian cinema, a trend-
setter that has redefined the
“Indian Film” on the global
map. From the dusty streets
of Hyderabad’s Film Nagar
to the prestigious stages of
the Academy Awards, the
journey of Telugu cinema is
a masterclass in evolution,
ambition, and technological
prowess.

The Era of the ‘Pan-In-
dia’ Phenomenon

The most significant trend
defining modern Tollywood is the birth
of the “Pan-India” movie. While region-
al crossovers happened occasionally
in the past, S.S. Rajamouli’'s Baahubali
franchise changed the DNA of Indian
filmmaking. It proved that a well-told
story rooted in Indian ethos, backed by
high production values, could tran-
scend linguistic barriers. This success
paved the way for films like Pushpa:
The Rise, RRR, and Kalki 2898 AD.
Today, Tollywood directors don’t just
write for the Telugu audience; they
write for a billion people, ensuring

that the emotions, action, and scale
resonate from Hyderabad to Himachal
and beyond.

Technological Mastery and
Visual Grandeur

Tollywood has become synonymous
with cutting-edge visual effects (VFX)
and world-class cinematography.

The industry has invested heavily in
technology, moving away from card-
board sets to sophisticated CGl and
Virtual Production (Volume sets). This
focus on visual grandeur is not just
about “looking expensive”; it's about
immersive world-building. Whether it is
the futuristic dystopian setting of Kalki
or the historical reimagining in RRR,

Tollywood is pushing the boundaries of
what is possible on an Indian screen,
often achieving results that rival
mid-budget Hollywood productions.

Rooted Narratives and Local Flavors
Paradoxically, as the scale gets big-
ger, the stories are becoming more

“rooted.” There is a growing trend of

“Regional is Global.” Filmmakers are
digging deep into the soil of Telanga-
na and Andhra Pradesh to bring out
authentic stories. Movies like Balag-
am, Kantara (dubbed), and Dasara
highlight local folklore, dialects, and
traditions. This authenticity is what
modern audiences crave. The audi-
ence is rejecting “plastic” or overly
westernized narratives in favor of
stories that smell of the earth, proving
that the more specific a story is to its
culture, the more universal its appeal
becomes.

The Shift in Star Power and
Performance

The definition of a “Superstar” in Tolly-
wood is undergoing a transformation.
While the “Mass Image” still holds
sway, stars like Allu Arjun, Ram Cha-
ran, Jr. NTR, and Prabhas are now
global icons. However, alongside the
veterans, a new breed of actors like
Nani, Vijay Deverakonda, and Adivi
Sesh are focusing on “concept-driv-
en” cinema. The industry is seeing a
healthy balance where a Rs. 500-crore
spectacle can coexist with a tightly
scripted Rs. 20-crore thriller. Actors
are now willing to shed their “glamor-
ous” avatars to play gritty, flawed, and

realistic characters, signaling a maturi-
ty in performance standards.

The OTT Revolution and Con-
tent Diversity

The rise of streaming platforms like
Netflix, Prime Video, and the home-
grown Aha has revolutionized how
content is consumed. This has led

to a “Content First” trend.
Genres that were previ-
ously considered “niche” in
Tollywood—such as dark
thrillers, hard sci-fi, and an-
thology dramas—are now
-* finding a massive audi-
ence. OTT has also provid-
ed a platform for indie film-
makers and newcomers to
bypass traditional theatrical
hurdles, leading to a surge
in fresh perspectives and
unconventional storytelling
techniques.

The Global Footprint and the
‘tNaatu Naatu’ Effect

The historic Oscar win for “Naatu
Naatu” from RRR was a watershed
moment. It signaled to the world that
Tollywood’s brand of high-octane,
emotionally charged filmmaking is a
force to be reckoned with. We are now
seeing international collaborations,
global distribution strategies, and a
massive following for Telugu stars in
countries like Japan, the USA, and
even parts of Europe. Tollywood is cur-
rently India’s biggest export in terms of
soft power, showcasing Indian culture
with a mix of pride and modern flair.

Challenges and the Path Ahead
Despite the golden run, challenges
remain. The rising cost of production
and astronomical star remunerations
are putting pressure on producers.
There is also the danger of “specta-
cle fatigue,” where filmmakers might
prioritize VFX over soul-stirring writing.
To sustain this momentum, the indus-
try must continue to invest in strong
writers and diverse voices. The future
of Tollywood lies in balancing its “Larg-
er than Life” spectacle with “Life-like”
storytelling.
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India for rule of law & dialogue,
conflict alone can’t resolve issue: PM

Underlining that India believes in
the “rule of law, dialogue, and
diplomacy”, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said Thursday that
“no issue can be resolved solely
through military conflict” and
Delhi will continue to support
every effort to end conflict and
restore peace, be it in West Asia
or Ukraine.

His remarks came a day after an
Iranian warship, which had earli-
er taken part in a military exer-
cise in India, was torpedoed by
a US submarine in international
waters in the Indian Ocean.

Also Thursday, India condoled
the death of Iran’s Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
who was killed in Tehran Febru-
ary 28 in air strikes by Israel and
the US. Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri visited the Iranian embassy
in New Delhi and signed the con-
dolence book - the first public
gesture from the government
ever since the assassination of
the Iranian leader.

“Foreign Secretary Shri Vikram
Misri visited the Embassy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and
signed the condolence book, on
behalf of the people and the
Government of India, on the de-
mise of Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Syed Ali Khamenei,” Randhir
Jaiswal, spokesperson for the
Ministry of External Affairs, said.
External Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar too had a phone conver-
sation with Abbas Araghchi, the
Iranian Foreign Minister - this
was their second conversation

since the start of the conflict on
February 28.

Modi, who held bilateral talks
with visiting Finland President
Alexander Stubb, said, “Today,
the world is passing through a
phase of instability and uncer-
tainty. From Ukraine to West
Asia, several parts of the world
continue to face situations of
conflict. In such a global envi-
ronment, India and Europe, two
major diplomatic powers of the
world, are entering a golden
phase in their relationship. Our
growing cooperation is imparting
new strength to global stability,
development, and shared pros-
perity.”

“India and Finland both believe
in the rule of law, dialogue, and
diplomacy. We are in agreement
that no issue can be resolved
solely through military conflict.
Whether in Ukraine or in West
Asia, we will continue to support
every effort aimed at the early
end of conflict and the resto-
ration of peace,” he said.

This was the first time that the
PM had used the formulation
“rule of law” and “military con-
flict” in the context of the US-Is-
rael attacks on Iran and Tehran’s
counter-attacks on Israel and US
military bases and personnel in
the region.

He also spoke with French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron where
they “shared concerns over the
evolving situation in West Asia
and the need for a return to dia-

logue and diplomacy”.

“Spoke with my friend President
Emmanuel Macron today. We dis-
cussed our shared concerns over
the evolving situation in West
Asia and the need for a return to
dialogue and diplomacy. We will
continue to engage closely and
coordinate efforts towards the
early restoration of peace and
stability in the region,” he said,
tagging Macron.

Macron has taken a nuanced
position on the conflict. He has
said that the US-Israel attacks
were conducted “outside the
framework of international law,
and we cannot approve that”.
But he has also said that Iran
bears “primary responsibility”
for this situation because it
developed a “dangerous nuclear
programme and unprecedented
ballistic capabilities”. He or-
dered aircraft carrier Charles
de Gaulle, its air assets, and its
frigate escort to set sail for the
Mediterranean following the sit-
uation in the Middle East.

As Modi expressed concern over
the conflict, Stubb, on his part,
said, “Today we discussed se-
curity issues in the region. We
have conflicts in both regions, in
West Asia and also, of course, in
Ukraine. And for us, Russia’s war
of aggression against Ukraine has
lasted for too long, four years.
We agreed that ending the war
is in everyone’s interests, and

a lasting peace can only be one
that respects the principles of
the United Nations.”
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The Electric Trendsetter:

A Deep Dive Review of the 2026 Tata Guruv EV

The Indian automotive landscape has
undergone a radical transformation
over the last few years, and leading
this charge is Tata Motors. In 2026,
the crowning jewel of their electric
portfolio is the Tata Curvv EV. It is not
just another electric SUV; it is India’s
first indigenous “SUV Coupe” that
brings high-end European aesthetics
to the heart of the Indian mass market.
After driving it through the chaotic city
traffic and on the open highways, it's
clear that Tata has moved from being
a participant to a leader in the global
EV race.

Design: The Bold ‘Coupe’ Aesthetic
The most striking feature of the Curvv
EV is its silhouette. The sloping roof-
line, which blends seamlessly into the
trunk, gives it a “Coupe” look that was
previously reserved for luxury brands
like BMW or Mercedes. The 2026
model features an upgraded ‘Digital
Face’ with a full-width LED DRL bar
that performs a welcoming animation.

The aerodynamics have been fine-
tuned for the Indian environment. The
flush door handles (a first for Tata)
and the specially designed 18-inch
aero-alloy wheels don'’t just look
futuristic; they reduce drag,
adding precious kilometers to
the driving range. The ground
clearance remains a robust
190mm, ensuring that the
stylish exterior doesn’t come at
the cost of practicality on Indian
speed breakers.

Interior: A Premium ‘Living Room’
Experience

Step inside, and you are greeted by
a cabin that feels significantly more
upscale than its predecessors. The
dashboard is minimalist, dominated
by a massive 12.3-inch cinematic
touchscreen by HARMAN. The 2026
edition introduces the “Phygital” con-
trol panel—a mix of touch-sensitive
buttons and physical toggles for critical
functions like air conditioning, which

is a blessing for tactile feedback while
driving.

The materials used are a mix of
sustainable fabrics and soft-touch
vegan leather. The highlight is the
Panoramic Sunroof with Mood Light-
ing, which changes color based on the
drive mode. Tata has also integrated a
360-degree 3D surround-view camera
system that is incredibly crisp, making
parking in tight Indian spots a breeze.

Performance: Power Meets Efficiency
The 2026 Tata Curvv EV is powered
by the advanced Acti.ev architecture.
We tested the Empowered+ Long
Range variant, and the numbers are
impressive:

Battery Pack: 55 kWh Liquid-cooled
LFP battery.

Range: An ARAI-certified range of 585
km (Real-world range of approx. 450-
480 km).

Performance: 0-100 kmph in just 8.6
seconds.

The car feels punchy. The instant

torque of 215 Nm makes overtaking

on highways effortless. What's more
impressive is

the 4-level

Paddle

Regener-
ation. You

can es-
sentially drive with one pedal in heavy
traffic, allowing the car to recharge
itself every time you lift your foot off
the accelerator.

Technology and Smart Features

Tata has packed the Curvv EV with
“India-Specific” tech. The ZCon-

nect 3.0 app now allows for remote
pre-cooling (essential for Indian sum-
mers) and even a “Valet Mode.”

V2L (Vehicle-to-Load): You can plug

¥ Shifter

in appliances like a laptop or even a
coffee maker into the car—perfect for
highway picnics.

V2V (Vehicle-to-Vehicle) Charging:
The Curvv EV can actually charge an-
other stranded EV, making you a hero
on the road.

ADAS Level 2+: The 2026 model
features an enhanced ADAS suite
specifically calibrated for Indian road
conditions, including blind-spot mon-
itoring and autonomous emergency
braking that recognizes cyclists and
pedestrians.

Ride Quality and Safety

Safety is in Tata’s DNA. The Curvv EV
comes with a 5-star BNCAP safety
rating. It features 6 airbags as stan-
dard, ESP, and an electronic parking
brake with auto-hold. The suspension
is tuned slightly on the firmer side to
handle the battery weight, but it glides
over potholes with a muted thud. The
NVH (Noise, Vibration, and Harsh-
ness) levels are exceptional; the cabin
is whisper-quiet even at speeds of 120
kmph.

The Verdict: The New King of Indian
Roads?

The 2026 Tata Curvv EV is a state-
ment of intent. It proves that an Indian

y manufacturer can build a car that is
. stylish, technologically advanced, and

incredibly practical.

The Pros:

Head-turning SUV-Coupe design.
Generous real-world range that kills
range anxiety.

First-in-class features like V2L and
V2V charging.

Unmatched safety credentials.

The Cons:

Rear headroom is slightly tight for very
tall passengers due to the sloping roof.
The infotainment Ul, while vast, can
occasionally have minor software
glitches.

The premium pricing (starting around
%18.5 Lakhs) pushes it into a higher
bracket.
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AIRPOWER REMAINS UNMATCHED

US lauds B-52’s might for striking Iranian ballistic missile

The United States Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM) on Thursday
(March 5) lauded its airpower,
said it remains unmatched.
Highlighting its military prow-
ess, a statement noted, “During
the first 100 hours of Operation
Epic Fury, B-52s struck Iranian
ballistic missile and command
and control posts.” The B-52
Stratofortress has been utilised

America struck nuclear facili-

ties in Iran and hours after Iran

struck a US base, al-Udeid in
Qatar. US had deployed B-52

bombers to the Middle East as
a show of military might and a

warning to Iran amid escalat-
ing tensions between the two
countries. The deployment of

aircraft is America’s support to

Israel and a warning to Iran.

-
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by the forces in every major
conflict since 1965. Before the
US and Israel launched their
joint military operation against
Iran, America used the aircraft
in June 2025 against Tehran’s
nuclear facilities.

Trump announced a ceasefire
between Israel and Iran in June
2025. This came a day after

conventional global strike
capability. It is also the most
combat-capable bomber in the
US inventory. It has a high mis-
sion-capable rate, large pay-
load, long range, persistence
and ability to employ both
nuclear and conventional preci-
sion standoff weapons. Boeing
built 744 B-52s and delivered
the last, a B-52H, in October
1962. Only the
H model is still
in the Air Force
inventory; it is
assigned to Air
Force Global
Strike Com-
mand. The Air
Force suggests
the lifespan

of the aircraft
could extend
beyond 2040, as
mentioned on
the company’s

G website
Boeing engineers
designed special
Sy landing gear
. | Boeing engi-

neers designed
special landing

The movement comes at a time  gear that could align with the

when US has proposed to hold
talks with Tehran this week
over its nuclear programme,
which also seemed like an at-
tempt to end the war.

B-52: America’s most com-
bat-capable bomber

The aircraft provides the US
with immediate nuclear and

runway, allowing special take-
offs and landings for the B-52.
The original design of the B-52
placed a gunner in the tail

of the aircraft. Later designs
moved the gunner forward with
the rest of the crew.
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